 “Add A Block” Round Robin Guide
An “Add a Block” RR puts a twist on the traditional round robin.

To start, the quilt owner creates a grid and a focus/starter block for the quilt to set the scene; all other members of the RR add blocks to support the theme/scene of the quilt.  There can be all kinds of rules for size, color, theme, etc.  The quilt grid is then passed to the next member in the group.  They add the next block or set of blocks. The number of blocks each member adds is dependent upon the number of participants.  Each member pins their contribution(s) to an area of the grid and marks the muslin grid (NOT the blocks) with their name. This continues until all group members have added a block or set of blocks and the completed quilt is returned to its owner.  Once the blocks are pinned in place by the RR member they cannot be moved or rearranged until the quilt owner gets the quilt top back at the end of the RR. The quilter who made the theme/scene block assembles the blocks in a manner that suits her, quilts it, finishes it and keeps it (hopefully sharing pictures with the rest of us at the end).

Around the Block Round Robin Schedule:

SIGN UP – Now Through January 25, 2008
“CENTER” Block Exchange – February 28, 2008 @ Maria’s house 6:30 pm

1st Round Exchange – March 25, 2008**

2nd Round Exchange – April 22, 2008*

3rd Round Exchanged – May 27, 2008**

4th & Final Round Exchanged – June 25, 2008*

*Location to be determined – held at a participant’s home – 6:30 pm

** Exchange at Guild Meeting – 6:30 pm

Around the Block Round Robin Quilt Guidelines:


GETTING STARTED:

1. Cut a 45” x 45” piece of washed & pressed muslin.  With a fabric pen, draw out a grid with 8 rows and 10 columns – each square of the grid measures 4” x 4”.  Leave 1” all the way around the outside of the grid.  The 1” extra around the outside of the grid can be bound in masking tape to keep the muslin grid from raveling.  
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  (sample of muslin grid
2. Create your starter block - It is recommended that the starter block or units of blocks be 12” or 16” square, or rectangles of 12” x 16”, 10” x 12”, etc (or some other measurement of 4 in increments). See examples at the end of the document.

3. With a pencil or fabric pen, mark the placement of your starter block on the grid, with the finished (12” x 12”) and unfinished (12 ½” x 12 ½”) measurement of the block - Attach your block to the appropriate space on the grid with safety pins.   

4. Include either a journal, or sheets of paper (stapled together) with your project.  Include any notes to the group about what you would like: a theme, photos, fabric to be added, colors to be excluded, likes and dislikes, etc. It is optional to supply a disposable camera for the group to take photos of it along its creative journey! Or even a label that all the members can sign.

5. Deliver your block, grid & journal to the first group member on your list.

THINGS FOR EVERYONE TO KEEP IN MIND:

1. All fabric should be 100% quilters’ quality cotton (quilt shop quality fabric) and will be the choice of the block maker unless the owner includes a fabric(s) to be used for each round. 
2. Wash your fabrics or test for colorfastness prior to adding your border.

3. Please strive for accurate ¼ seams. 

4. Commit to complete the project on time – if you fail to complete rounds on time, you will be excluded from future exchanges.  If for some (viable) reason you cannot complete your round on time, please notify Maria asap – don’t wait until the last minute! Do not delay it; do not keep it from moving to the next person on the list. 

5. You may consult with any other participant or anyone else for that matter for ideas.

6. Each round will be allotted approximately 4-5 weeks to complete.  

7. All blocks added will have a ½” seam allowance added.  Example: If you’re planning to add a 4” x 12” rectangle to the grid that is the finished size after all the blocks are sewn together.  The block that you attach to the grid will be 4.5” x 12.5”.

8. Each quilter must create a block (or blocks) to fill at least eight (8) of the grids . . . you can do as many as you like beyond that …just be mindful of how many people come after you!
9. Pin your block(s) in place on the grid and annotate your name and state on the muslin grid section (not the actual block(s)) that corresponds to your block(s)’s location.

10. The only rule other than anything the quilt owner wants to add is that once the blocks are pinned in place and mailed to the next member of the group the blocks cannot be moved.  The only one who gets to rearrange the blocks is the quilt owner at the end of the RR.

11.  Blocks can be pieced or appliqué or a combination of the two.  The appliqué can be either by hand or fused...however, any fused appliqué MUST be stitched down – no raw edges.
Round Robin Photo Posting:

1. Please post a photo of your starting block – you can add it to the 2007 Winter RR folder on the WMQGRounders Yahoo! Group site, or email them to Maria so she can post them for you.
Golden Rule:  Work on another person's project, as you want them to work on yours.

Examples for Block placement/Grid Marking:

This example is based on 5 rounds (plus a center/starter block), with each participant required to fill a minimum of 8-16 grids (THIS IS STRICTLY FOR EXAMPLE ONLY – PLACE YOUR BLOCKS HOW YOU LIKE)




Example 1 – Starter Block
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Example 2 – Round 1
	Round 1

8x24

(8.5x24.5 unfinished) – 12 grids
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Example 3 – Round 2
	Round 1

8x24

(8.5x24.5 unfinished) – 12 grids
	Round 2

8x8

(2 of 3)

	Round 2

8x8

(1of 3)
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(3 of 3)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Example 4 – Round 3, 4
	Round 1

8x24

(8.5x24.5 unfinished) – 12 grids
	Round 2

8x8

(2 of 3)

	Round 2

8x8

(1of 3)
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(16.5x16.5 unfinished)
	Round 3

8 x 32

(8.5 x 32.5)

[16 grids]
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(1 of 3)
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(3 of 3)
	

	
	
	
	
	


THERE MAY BE SEVERAL BLANK GRIDS WHEN RETURNED TO THE OWNER.
_1119328612.bin

