ROW BY ROW ROBIN:

A row quilt is a quilt where each robin member makes a row in a specific width or length (MAXIMUM of 54” PLEASE), determines the theme and then passes the quilt to the remaining robin members of their group who each make another row until eventually the set of rows return to the quilt owner who puts all of the rows into a quilt.   The quilt owner determines whether his/her quilt will be in a vertical or horizontal orientation, the widths/lengths above apply to both vertical and horizontal row by row quilts.
PARTICIPATION:

As with any round robin or swap a row quilt involves a firm commitment for the duration of the swap. If you cannot follow the rules or meet the deadlines, then it is best to decline joining in.   The key to a successful robin or swap of any type is commitment and communication. If you get stumped for ideas on your row ask other members of the group for ideas.  
THEME: 
Each quilt owner will decide on a theme for their quilt (ex: all blue, stars, gardening, Christmas, etc) and/or the colors you wish to use as well as the orientation of the row by row quilt, vertical or horizontal. The other robin members will decide on the specific blocks to use in their rounds. For the most part the quilt owner will not know what has been made until the finished robin returns from the last member on the robin list.
FABRICS: 
You will make your first row of blocks using your colors and/or theme fabric. You can include fabrics with your robin but it is left to each individual in the group to use or not use them.  It is recommended to include fabrics if you’ve chosen a color theme for your finished row by row quilt.  You can always tie your rows together with sashing and/or borders when it returns home. Please remember to use 100% quality cotton, pre-washed fabric.
ROWS: 
We will make rows in the orientation the quilt owner(s) decides on. Any row of any quilt MUST be the width/length the quilt owner decided on, as well as maintaining the orientation of the quilt, and each member has the option of determining the block size to meet that width/length requirement. It is recommended that your blocks/row widths/lengths are no more than 16” (16.5” unfinished) finished or no less than 5” finished (5.5” unfinished) – you are of course expected to use your best discretion in deciding the appropriate width for your addition.  Do NOT attach your row to the previous row. Laying the rows out or hanging them on a design wall for photographing and sharing the images with the group is highly recommended. Take a photo of your addition and email it to the group moderator before passing it on to the next participant.  Place your row in the bag with the other rows and the rest of the fabric, if included, and pass it on at the next exchange. By not sewing the rows together as the quilts progress through the groups allows the owner to configure the quilt to his/her liking as well as adding any additional sashing rows or borders when he/she gets it home. 
LABEL YOUR ROW: 

When you complete your row and before sending it on to the next participant create a label with your name and row number and attach it to your row with a safety pin so the owner can easily identify your round.  You can be as elaborate with your label as you see fit or as simple.  The quilt owner can also include individual labels if she wants something specific for her quilt label.  A simple label like a 2” x 5” piece of muslin ironed to a piece of freezer paper with your name and round number on it will suffice.

BLOCK PATTERN & SIZE: 
Each robin member will decide which block pattern would be best for the quilt as it comes to them. All blocks in a row do not have to be the same pattern or even the same size. Blocks don’t have to be square. The key here is to be creative, use sashing strips between blocks or add borders to your blocks or sections to get the width/length you need for the row. Maintain the theme of the quilt using your own fabric and any fabrics that may have been included. Traditional piecing, paper piecing, or finished appliqué will all work as long as the blocks compliment the theme and meets the width/length requirement of the quilt. 

JOURNALS/ROUND DOCUMENTATION:
  
It is highly recommended that you send a journal along with your row.  It can be as simple as 3” x 5” index cards or as elaborate as bound journal.  Include any notes to the group about what you would like.  A theme…photos of a theme, fabric to be added, etc.  We also encourage each quilt owner to include a label for each member of their group to sign with their name, round, and date.  Again this can be as simple as a piece of muslin ironed to freezer paper or as elaborate as the quilt owner likes.  When writing in the owners journal try to annotate where the idea for your row came from, i.e., Pat Sloan’s Katie’s Tulips or McCall’s Quilting magazine, edition #, page #, pattern name.

ROW BY ROW SCHEDULE:

SIGN UP – Now Through January 25, 2008

“CENTER” Block Exchange – February 28, 2008 @ Maria’s house 6:30 pm

1st Round Exchange – March 25, 2008**

2nd Round Exchange – April 22, 2008*

3rd Round Exchanged – May 27, 2008**

4th & Final Round Exchanged – June 25, 2008*

*Location to be determined – held at a participant’s home – 6:30 pm

** Exchange at Guild Meeting – 6:30 pm

Golden Rule: Work on another person's project, as you want them to work on yours.
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Starting Row: 54 ½” x 16 ½”





Round 2: 54 ½” x 12 ½”





Round 1: 54 ½” x 8 ½”





Round 3: 54 ½” x 14 ½”





Round 4: 54 ½” x 10 ½”





These are just examples of options for


row sizes.


Your row must be oriented in the same direction as the owner’s row – either vertical or horizontal – and the same width - in the case of the example to the right, 54 ½” unfinished.  The length/height of the row you add is your option – it is recommended that you choose a size that compliments the rest of the quilt – but must be at least  5 ½” unfinished.





HORIZONTAL ORIENTATION





VERTICAL ORIENTATION





Starting Row:





12 ½”


x 48 ½”





Round 1





8 ½”


x 48 ½”





Round 3





5 ½”


x 48 ½”





Round 4





6 ½”


x 48 ½”





Round 2





10 ½”


x 48 ½”








