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Patch of News

May 2022

Hello Quilters and Friends, 

As I write this, it is May and we are five weeks out from the

Quilts on the Grand Quilt Show. This was my first quilt show and

I was amazed when I walked in. There are so many people to

thank for making a wonderful show, but I am fearful of

accidentally missing someone. So I am going to say “Well Done”

to Karen Giles and all the committee members, vendors, and

volunteers. I spoke to most of the vendors and all complimented

us on a wonderful show. They were very happy with how they

were doing. Some even needed to go back to their store and

bring more to sell because they were running out.

From Our President

Regarding the Pine Rest quilts, they are for the moms who are there, so we need lap and 

twin-size quilts themed for moms! If you have previously told me you could help drop off quilts

to Pine Rest or would like to be part of a rotation of people to drop them off, please reach

back out to me. I live on the north end of town, work two jobs, and am out of town often. So to

have others help would be greatly appreciated. 

April 17-23 was National Volunteer Appreciation week. Please know that, even though it has

passed, I appreciate those of you who serve on the board, volunteer in a variety of areas, and

sew/quilt for all the charities we support. If you would like to volunteer more, please see me or

Karen Giles so that we can get you plugged into an area where you can use your skills and

talents. Also, please read upcoming newsletters for other volunteer opportunities this year as

well as for information about our special July event.

 

Happy Stitchin’ 

Lisa Watson, WMQG president

If you missed the show you can go to our Facebook page and see lots of photos and videos (as all

3 TV stations covered our event). 

 

I am continuously amazed by our members who volunteer whether it is at Quilts on the Grand,

items for Santa Claus girls, NICU, Hospice or the Pine Rest moms. You all AMAZE me! 

 



Engish Paper Piecing and Millefiori

Wallhanging Workshop

Wed., May 25, 2022 9am - 4pm
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Upcoming Events - May 2022

Diane Kirkhart - Trunk Show and Lecture
Tuesday, May 24, 2022  7:00 p.m.

Diane works part-time and teaches at Jinny Beyer Studio in Great

Falls, Virginia. She is an award-winning quilter, winning for applique

and hand quilting. She has even hand quilted a king size quilt for

Elly Sienkiewicz which hung in a special exhibit in the Houston Quilt

Show in 2011. She also has had one of her quilts (Beauty, Happiness,

Family, Love) shown at the Houston Quilt Show in 2012. She has

sewn many of the shop samples for Jinny Beyer Studio as well as

samples for RJR Fabrics.  

In August of 2017 she did a taping for "The Quilt Show" which aired

February 25, 2018. The episode was about the three ways she

chose to do Millefiori quilts from the book "Millefiori Quilts" by

Willyne Hammerstein.

Millefiori is a kaleidoscopic design made by using

English paper piecing templates shaped to fussy

cut fabrics. This is a hand-piecing class that will

help you design and make a rosette for a Millefiori

quilt. Diane will show you how to make the rosette

using either acrylic templates to cut your fabric

shapes and/or paper templates to shape your

fabric around the template using a soluble glue

stick. This will include tips for fussy cutting using a

magic mirror and best threads for connecting.

Register 

https://www.dianekirkhart.com/friendship-s-offering
https://thequiltshow.com/daily-blog/107-just-for-fun/16763-tqs-zoom-quilt-beauty-happiness-family-and-love-diane-kirkhart
https://thequiltshow.com/daily-blog/107-just-for-fun/16763-tqs-zoom-quilt-beauty-happiness-family-and-love-diane-kirkhart
https://www.wmqg.org/event/english-paper-piecing-and-millefiori-wallhanging-workshop/
https://www.wmqg.org/event/english-paper-piecing-and-millefiori-wallhanging-workshop/


ReMarkable Stained Glass Quilt

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022  9am-4pm
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Upcoming Events - September 2022

Mark Sherman Lecture and Trunk Show
Tuesday, September 27, 2022  7:00 p.m.

Mark discusses how he became a quilter, what quilts he’s currently

working on and where he’s going with all of his art in the future. This

lecture includes showing you his quilts (not slides). This lecture

promises you will have more fun than a barrel of “quilters”.

Mark currently lives in the Nashville, Tennessee area. He now travels

the world teaching and lecturing, which he has discovered is his

real passion.

Mark is the father of two grown children. He is an accomplished

pianist and organist. He has done interior design as well as

elaborate floral designs for important events. 

You can find out more about Mark and his beautiful quilts at

https://remarkablequilts.com/.

Hand-dyed fabric and stained glass have much in common.

Beautiful colors are present in both. This makes it easy to create

stained glass quilts using fabric. Look at my quilt "Wisteria", part

of the permanent collection of The National Quilt Museum. You

will be learning the same exact method I used to make this

gorgeous quilt. You will hand draw your own pattern using my

photograph in this class, but at the same time you will learn how

you could easily do this same thing using your very own photo. I

will give you a choice of completing your project in whichever

method of applique you would like to use. Obviously I hope you

will choose my "Remarkable Hand Applique By Machine" method.

This class includes a demonstration of how I make my appliques.

There is a mandatory $45.00 kit fee for this class which will

include everything you need to make your own remarkable

stained glass pattern.

 Register

https://www.wmqg.org/event/mark-sherman-lecture-and-trunk-show/
https://remarkablequilts.com/
https://www.wmqg.org/event/remarkable-stained-glass-quilt/
https://www.wmqg.org/event/remarkable-stained-glass-quilt/
https://www.wmqg.org/event/remarkable-stained-glass-quilt/
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Neonatal Quilt Update
We received this email from a recipient of one of the quilts that one of you made, so I

thought I would share it with all of you:

If any of you know who VLR is, please let her know that she is very much appreciated. She is

not the only one who brings blessings to these families as they travel through a very tough

time. Thank you for all of your efforts.

Sincerely,

The Neonatal Committee

Mary, Julie, Sue

P.S.   We have received a request for quilts from the NICU. This means that our supply will be

running low, and we will once more accept your kind donations at the May meeting. Thank

you for holding on to them!

“Hi, my name is Margaret Coolman. My son Maxwell was in the NICU

at Helen DeVos and received a quilt with the initials VLR 2019 on it. I

just wanted to thank VLR and the Quilters Quild from the bottom of

my heart for your donation. Maxwell is 9 months old and healthy now,

and uses the quilt daily for snuggles and to play on.

The quilt was something that we were really excited about, and is

something positive that we have to remember that tough time in

Maxwell's story.

Again, thank you so much. We are so grateful for the beautiful quilt.”
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Block Party

When you sew a block to contribute you are in

a lottery to win a set of blocks. Make and

submit as many blocks as you’d like in order to

increase your odds of winning.  We all have

been so busy working on quilts, raffle and

otherwise for our quilt show. I thought I’d give

us something easy and relaxing to sew -,

Improvisational piecing! Easy on the brain.

Don’t think too hard just grab and sew! 

For anyone who hasn't tried (but is curious) or

who really enjoys improvisational piecing, let's

do a 6-1/2" block (unfinished). Make a 6-1/2"

block with jewel colors and neutral scraps. 

There will not be a block for July because we’re having the summer event with potluck. I

welcome some feedback. What do you enjoy making? Foundation piecing,

improvisational piecing, any applique? Please let me know before September, thanks!

 

Any questions, your hostess

Michelle Bausch 616-450-4376

MichBausch@gmail.com

 

 

 

If you need more information, go to Cindy Grisdela's (a teacher our Guild hosted)

website "Cindy Grisdela Art Quilts – Contemporary Art Quilts for the Wall.' Another

wonderful improv quilter/teacher is Victoria Findlay Wolf, "Victoria Findlay Wolfe Quilts"

(vfwquilts.com)

We were able to collect eight quilts for our Ultimate Guild Challenge, the contest for the

Grand Rapids AQS Show in August. The registration was sent in but we will not know until June

if our quilts are accepted. Be patient! We'll let you know!

Ultimate Guild Challenge Update

mailto:MichBausch@gmail.com
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1. Fabrics used must be 100% cotton or 100% cotton flannel. This includes the binding - no

packaged silky binding. Batting (since it will be completely enclosed) may be cotton, wool,

or polyester.

2. They should be no smaller than 36 x 36 inches and no larger than 42 x 42. They do not

need to be square.

3. They may be hand quilted, machine quilted or tied with some kind of cotton thread like

embroidery floss - not yarn. Ties should be no farther apart than 6 inches. Please be sure to

check thoroughly for stray threads. We would not wish to see tiny fingers get entangled in

long threads.

4. Bindings may be traditionally attached or you may choose to use the “pillow case” or

“birthing” method. If you need instructions on the latter, they are on the website or

Facebook page.

Neonatal Quilt Instructions

5. We cannot accept any quilts that are “raggy”, or

that have Minky or fleece on them. The raggy ones

can let off fibers that are dangerous to tiny lungs,

and the other fabrics can become statically

charged which could interfere with the functioning

of electrical equipment.

6. No embellishments of any kind. No buttons, no rick

rack, no applied bows or other things that baby

could pull off and choke on.

Guild Challenge Managers Wanted
Karen and Jan are ready to pass the Challenge Project on to someone else. It's not a difficult

job and no special talent is required or necessary! We think it is best run by a couple of

people who are friends so you can spend time together talking, dreaming, ruminating, and

bouncing ideas back and forth! It's also best if you volunteer soon!



Thank you for all the multiple items you have donated to

Spectrum Health Hospice. At the current time they do not

need pillows unless they are specific to a holiday,

occupation, sports team, or possibly a specific dog. They do

prefer pieced rather than a solid fabric. As always quilts are

greatly appreciated and very well received. Approximate

size should be 54 x 54,  larger than a lap and smaller than a

bed size, with a matching pillowcase, is also appreciated. 

Other items that are always in need would include catheter

bag covers, adult clothing protectors also known as bibs.

Directions for these and other items will soon be on the

website. 

If you have items that you would like to donate but cannot

make it to meetings, please just contact me and I will gladly

pick them up. Due to staffing changes and an upcoming

move, a representative from Hospice will not be able to join

us for the May meeting as they have done in the past. 

 Hopefully that will take place this fall. 

Thank you for all you do for this worthy cause. Happy

stitching. 

Karen Lawrence

Hospice Update
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There are changes to the Board of Directors and other committees. I will talk about it

at the May meeting. We have several opportunities for leadership on select

committees. This is a great way to support the Guild through growth and enrichment.

If you would like to volunteer, please send me an email to:

karenscustomquilts@yahoo.com.

Thank you,

Karen Giles

Nominations Committee

mailto:karenscustomquilts@yahoo.com


What a great show! Thank you

for volunteering and

attending! Attendance was up

25% over 2018. We had a

great mix of vendors and our

Quilts of Valor ceremony was

a big hit!

In May, we will award our

charity with a check. Come to

the May meeting. You don’t

want to miss that!

Thank you!

Karen Giles

Quilts on the grand


